Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.095; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
Organoselenium compounds play a very important role in biological and relevant processes. Among them, Ebselen (2-phenyl-1, 2-benzoisoselenazol-3-(2H)-one) shows anti-inflammatory, anti-atherosclerotic and cytoprotective properties, and has been used as the most active mimic of GPx (glutathione peroxidase). In the past decade, a number of Ebselen analogues were synthesized and their pharmacological activities were thoroughly studied toward a better understanding of the pharmacology of Ebselen. Furthermore, structurally well defined Ebselen analogues with substituents on N-phenyl ring are still rare. Mugesh and co-workers reported several of this kind of Ebselen analogues (Mugesh and Singh, 2000; Mugesh et al., 2001a Mugesh et al., , 2001b which exhibited much higher GPx catalytic activity than that of Ebselen when GSH was used as the co-substrate.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig.1 
Experimental
A solution of 2-(chloroseleno)benzoyl chloride (1.27 g, 5 mmol) in dry acetonitrile (25 ml) was added (dropwise and at room temperature ) to a solution of 2-methylaniline (0.536 g, 5 mmol) and triethylamine in dry acetonitrile (15 ml) while stirring during 30 min. The reaction mixture was then further stirred at room temperature for about 5 h and the solvent was evaporated in vacuo. The precipitate was filtered off and dried to obtain a yellow solid that was purified in an active neutral alumina column, by using ethyl acetate and chloroform (1:2) as eluent. The resulting yellow compound was recrystallized to obtain yellow blocks for X-ray diffraction analysis. Yield, 79%. 
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 1 . All H atoms were positioned geometrically(C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å), and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq of the adjacent carbon atom (1.5U eq for methyl H atoms).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007);  program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
Figure 1
The molecular structure, showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
